


                           Millipedes
Classification
Millipedes are a group of arthropods that are characterised by having two pairs of jointed legs per body
segments; they are known scientifically as the class Diplopoda, the name being derived from this
feature. Each double-legged segment is a result of two single segments fused together.

John the 2nd (he was actually the 2nd John).
Description
Millipedes are usually about 2 and a half to 5 cm (1 to 2 in), but may grow to be larger, depending on which exact species it is. The exact
number of legs and segments that make up the body of a millipede, depend on the millipede species. They are usually either black or
brown in color. Millipedes have elongated, round bodies and are recognizable by their many legs. As they walk, their legs appear to move
in a wave-like motion.

Location
Millipedes are found in Europe, including Ireland and more. Millipedes
inhabit areas under rocks, in the leaf litter, in rotting logs and occasionally in
burrows which are all known as micro-habitats.

Dynamics
Millipedes recycle by breaking down decaying
organic matters.                                                                                         
Millipedes do not sting, bite, or infest fabric,
food, or wood.
Fossil of Pneumodesmus newmani.
Conclusion

A millipede's back is covered by hardened plates called tergites, but it's underside is soft and
vulnerable. Millipedes aren't fast, so they cannot outrun their predators. Instead when a millipede feels



it is in danger it will coil its body into a tight spiral, protecting its belly. Fossil evidence suggests that
millipedes were the earliest animals to breathe air and make the move from water to land.
Pneumodesmus newmani is a fossil that was found in siltstone in Scotland. It dates back 428 million
years, and is the oldest fossil specimen with spiracles for breathing air. Archispirostreptus gigas, known
as the giant African millipede or shongololo, is the largest extant species of millipede, growing up to 38.5
centimetres in length, 67 millimetres in circumference.
                                                                                                                                                                        
Watch this video of a giant millipede, if you're brave enough.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6EJVou-STE
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